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Planning and Devel

as amended.

NOTICE OF SIGNIFICANT
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO
AN COIMISIUN PLEANALA IN
RESPECT OF A STRATEGIC
INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT UNDER
REFERENCE NUMBER ACP.
323860-25

CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

In accordance with sub-section 8ta) of
182A of the Planning and Development
Act, 2000 as amended, Ballyloo Solar
Farm Limited gives notice of ijts
furnishing  of significant additional
information to An Coimisiin Pleandla
in relation 1o the following proposed
development:

Permission for a period of 10 years for
development at Ballyloo, Castletown,
Graiguenaspiddoge, Kellistown East,

P Act 2000,

Kellistown West. Kilballyhue,
Knockbower. Leagh Or Ballybeg,
Linkardstown  and Moyle  Big

(townlands), County Carlow, Certa
details of the proposed development are

unconfirmed  in  this planning
application and an opinion  on
unconfirmed  details  from  the

Commission (Case Reference: ABP-
321858-25) pursuant to section 2878 of
the Planning and Development Act
2000 (as amended) accompanies this
planning  application. The details
unconfirmed in this application are the
voltage and corresponding switchgear
of the substation, the voltage and
corresponding  specification of the
underground cable grid connection, and
the route of the final c.0.35-0.6 km
section of the underground cable grid
connection to the existing 110/220kV
Kellis  substation. The range of
parameters under which the design will
fall are specified on this site notice and
in the design flexibility opinion that
accompanies this application,

The proposed development comprises of:

1) A220kV Air Insulated Switchgear (AIS)

or Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS).

electricity substation or a 110kV AIS
electricity substation, inchuding two
control buildings, associated electrical

structures  and  apparatus, lightning
protection, telecom - pole, perimeter
security  fencing, security lighting,
water and drainage infrastructure.

temporary construction compound to
connect to and serve solar farms;

2) Associated grid connection between the
proposed substation and the existing

110/220kV Kellis substation
comprising  220kV  or 110kV
underground electricity cables

(reflecting final substation option) of
c.8.9 km or c. 8.65 km in length to be
provided in an excavated trench
including associated fibre cable and
ducting, and all associated site
development and reinstatement works.
Two options are proposed after the first
c83 km of underground  grid
connection and for the final c.0.35 - 0.6
km of the underground cable grid
connection route comprising (i) cabling
in the L30535 public road, or (ii)
cabling in private agricultural land;

3) Temporary construction and permanent
operational access to the substation
from the L3050, vehicular entrance and
access track from this public road;

ancillary  site development,

excavation, construction, landscaping
and reinstatement works;

5) The development subject to this

application  forms part of grid
connection and access arrangements
which will facilitate the connection of
the permitted Ballyloo Solar Farm
(Carlow County Council Reference
24/60043 / An Coimisifin Pleandla
Reference ABP-322347-25), permitted
Park  Solar Farm (Carlow County
Council Reference 24/60205), and
permitted  Ballybannon Solar Farm
(Carlow County Council Reference
25/60137) o the national electricity
grid via the existing 110/220kV Kellis
substation.

A Natura fmpact Swatement (NIS) was

submitted as part of this application.
The NIS includes consideration of the
permitted  Ballyloo, Park,  and
Ballybannon Solar Farms which are
located in County Carlow,

The significant additional information will

be available for inspection free of
charge or purchased upon payment of a
specified fee (which fee shall not
exceed the reasonable cost of making a
copy), during public opening hours for
a period commencing on the 22nd
September 2026 at the following

locations:

* The offices of An Coimisitin Pleandla, 64
Marlborough Street,  Dublin 1,
DO01V902,

* The offices of Carlow County Council,

County Buildings, Athy Rd, Carlow,
R93 E7R7.

The documentation will be made available

for inéim\aois_ow&.:w on the
Commission’s website www.pleanala.ie
documentation may also be
viewed/downloaded on the following
website: www.ballyloosubstation. ie

Submissions or observations in relation to

the significant additional information
may be made only to An Coimisitin
Pleandla  (The Commission), 64
Marlborough Street, Dublin 1 in writing
or online at www.pleanala.ie relating to:

() The implications of the proposed

development for proper planning and
sustainable development,

(ii) The likely effects on the environment

om:_mvavomnm amﬁ_ouﬂo:w#omimm
out. I

(iii) The likely significant effects of the

proposed development on a European
site, if carried out,

Any submissions/observations must be

accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for
certain prescribed bodies). There is no
fee required to make a submission in
relation to those parties/individuals who
have already made a valid written
submission  to  the Commission
regarding the application, Submissions
or observations must be received by the
Commission no later than 5.30 p-m. on
the  2Ist October 2026, Such
submissions/observations  must also
include the following information:

(i) The name of tha narcan mabic~ .

Home News

JACKPOWER
Europe Correspondent

Schemes allowing young Irish
people to travel to Canada on
working visas could be expand-
ed as part of a proposed
Trump-proof “alliance” deep-
ening co-operation with the Eu-
ropean Union, Canada’s prime
minister Mark Carney has sug-
gested.

In a closely watched address
to the European Parliament,
Carney laid out his vision to
build much closer ties between
the European bloc and Canada
acrossarange of areas from en-
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STEPHEN CONNEELY
inSereggan, Co Offaly

Not many people would be
happy to be called a “spud” af-
ter having their photo taken,
but it was all the rage on the fi-
nal day of the National Plough-
ing Championships,

Amid a sea of distraction
(three high-profile politicians
accompanied by an imposing
Gardapresence and one match.
maker making her rounds at
the bar (but more on that
later), a long line of people
were steadfast in their determi-
nation to pose for a picture at
the Keogh’s Crisps photo
booth.

And only a minute or so
later, a potato would pop out of
a hatch with the impromptu
model’s likeness imprinted on
itsunpeeled skin.

i

Greater co-operation part of attempts
to Trump-proof EU and Canada alliance

ergy supply to arms produc-
tion, artificial intelligence and
the Erasmus programme.

His speech comes a day after
European Commission presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen said
the door was open to Canada
becoming an “associate mem-
ber” of the EU-a special status
thatdoes not, at present, exist.

Speaking yesterday, Carney
said Canada and the EU should
“deepen our people-to-people
ties, allowing our youth to
work, study, and live where
they want on either side of the
Atlantic”.

He said Canada could join

Schemes allowing yo
work in Canada ma

the popular Erasmus+
scheme, which allows college
students to spend a year study-
ing in anothéer university
abroad.

Atthe moment, Irish people
aged 18-35 can apply for a
two-year visa to work or travel
in Canada as part of a youth mo-
bility scheme, International Ex-
perience Canada (IEC).

Workvisas

The scheme is open to more
than 30 countries, mainly in
Europe, and reciprocal ar-
rangements are in place to of-
fer work visas to young Canadi-
answho want to head in the oth-
er direction.

The scheme became particu-
larly popular with Irish people
looking to emigrate following
the economic crash and reces-
siom.
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Innovation and tradition all

in one -
miracle.
Elsewhere on the 700 acres
offields in Screggan, Co Offaly,
two EU commissioners and
one Fine Gael Cabinet Minis-
ter walk into a sauna ... It was
actually the EU’s HQ at the

it’s a ploughing

ing of young people in rural Ire-

agri-convention, but compari-
sons were drawn given the
wood-clad walls and soaring
temperatures inside.

Thethree men-EU commis-
sioner for agriculture and food
Christophe Hansen, justice
commissioner Michael
McGrath and Minister for Agri-
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Brian O’Reilly’s protected
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secretary general.

“You, as minister for

justice, directed that the
investigation be removed
from your secretary general

and redirected to An Garda
Siochdna, thereby usurping
the OPDC’s statutory direc-
tion,” he says. 'L

“Thereby, you, as minister
forjustice, revealed Brian
O'Reilly’sidentity. By doing so
youdeprived him of E.m legal
protections he was entitled to,
and exposing the nature of his
allegations. In doing so, you
acted without legal m:Hg:Q
and directly interfered with a
seriousand mmmamnmbm
protective disclosure. :

He ends with: “Perhapsit
was justincompetence or a
mistake.”

McEnteeis appalled and
stronglyrejects the sugges-
tion of incompetence or
illegality but the Eooa is dark.

The next questionis about
the shortcomings of Irish
Water.

Things move very fast
around here.
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in the L30535 public road, or (ii)
cabling in private agricultural land;

3) Temporary construction and permanent
operational access to the substation
from the 1.3050, vehicular entrance and
access track from this public road;

4) Al oancillary site development,
excavation, construction, landscaping
and reinstatement works;

5) The development subject to this
| application forms part of grid
connection and access arrangements
which will facilitate the connection of
I the permitted Ballyloo Solar Farm

(Carlow County Council Reference

__ 24/60043 / An Coimisiin Pleanila
Reference ABP-322347-25), permitted

Park Solar Farm (Carlow County

Council Reference 24/60205). and

permitted Ballybannon Solar Farm

(Carlow County Council Reference

25/60137) to the national electricity

grid via the existing 110/220kV Kellis

substation.

* A Natura fmpact Swatement tNIS) was
submitted as part of this application.

The NIS includes consideration of the

permitted  Ballyloo, Park, and

Ballybannon Solar Farms which are

located in County Carlow.

The significant additional information will
be available for inspection free of
charge or purchased upon payment of &
specified fee (which fee shall not
exceed the reasonable cost of making a
copy), during public opening hours for
a period commencing on the 22nd
September 2026 at the following

locations:

* The offices of An Coimisitin Pleanala, 64
Marlborough ~ Street, Dublin 1,
DO1V902.

« The offices of Carlow County Council,
County Buildings, Athy Rd, Carlow,
R93 E7R7.

The documentation will be made available
for viewing/downloading on the
Commission’s website www.pleanala.ie

The documentation may also be
viewed/downloaded on the following
website: www.ballyloosubstation.ie

Submissions or observations in relation to
the significant additional information
may be made only to An Coimisiin
Pleandla (The Commission), 64
Marlborough Street, Dublin 1 in writing
or online at www.pleanala.ie relating to:

(i) The implications of the proposed
development for proper planning and
sustainable development.

(ii} The likely effects on the environment
of the proposed development. if carried
out. .

(iii) The likely significant effects of the
proposed development on a European
site, if carried out.

Any submissions/observations must be
accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for
certain prescribed bodies). There is no
fee required to make a submission in
relation to those parties/individuals who
have already made a valid written
submission to the Commission
regarding the application. Submissions
or observations must be received by the
Commission-no later than 5.30 p.m. on
the 21st October 2026. Such
submissions/observations must also
include the following information:

(i) The name of the person making the
submission or observation, the name of
the person acting on his or her behalf, if
any, and the address to which any
correspondence  relating  to  the
application should be sent.

(ii) The subject matter of the submission or
observation, and

(iii) The reasons, considerations and
arguments on which the submission or
observation is based in full.

Any submissions or observations which do
not comply with the above requirements
cannot be considered by the
Commission.

Any enquiries relating to the significant
additional  information should be
directed to the Strategic Infrastructure
Section of An Coimisian Pleanala (Tel:
01 8588100)

A person may question the validity of any
such decision by the Commission by
way of an application for judicial
review, under Order 84 of the Rules of
the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of
1986, as amended by S.I. No. 691 of
2011) in accordance with section 50 of
the Planning and Development Act,
2000, as amended. Practical
information on the review mechanism
can be accessed on the An Coimisitn
Pleandla website (www.pleanala.ie) or
on the Citizens Information Service
website www.citizensinformation.ie

Signed: Conor Frehill (HW Planning,
Agent)

Date of Publication: 18th Septemb

er 2026
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STEPHEN CONNEELY
inScreggan, Co Offaly

Not many people would be

happy to be called a “spud” af-

ter having their photo taken,
but it was all the rage on the fi-
nal day of the National Plough-
ing Championships.

Amid a sea of distraction
(three high-profile politicians
accompanied by an imposing
Garda presence and one match-
maker making her rounds at
the bar (but more on that
later), a long line of people
were steadfastin their determi-
nation to pose for a picture at
the Keogh’s Crisps photo
booth.

And only a minute or so
later, a potato would pop out of
a hatch with the impromptu
model’s likeness imprinted on
itsunpeeled skin.
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Innovation and tradition all
in one - it’s a ploughing
miracle.

Elsewhere on the 700 acres
offieldsin Screggan, Co Offaly,
two EU commissioners and
one Fine Gael Cabinet Minis-
ter walk into a sauna ... It was
actually the EU’s HQ at the

“It’s not easy for a
to make the

-_
Stephen
Conneely

Research from
Agriland has found
nearly 30% of
farmers under 45
are considering
quitting within the
next five years

John Fallon balances full-time
work as a hospital porter with
part-time work on his family’s
suckier beef farm.

“It’snot easy for a young per-
son to make their way in farm-
ing,” he says. “And, by the look
of things, it’s not going to get
any easier, and it won’t get any
better either - you're just up
againstawall.”

The 25-year-old from Co Ro-
scommonis speaking at the Na-
tional Ploughing Champion-
ships in Screggan, Co Offaly -
where he has spent most of the
day at the Macra na Feirme
stand, avoluntary organisation
that advocates for the wellbe-

ingof young people in rural Ire-
land.

So, when the time comes,
will he take over the family
farm? “Oh, God yeah. That is
the plan,” he answers without
the slightest hesitation.

But when asked if this would
be his full-time job, he answers
with even less hesitation.

“No, no way - I can’t finan-
cially justify that,” he says.

Photogenic spuds and matchm

agri-convention, but compari-
sons were drawn.given the
wood-clad walls and soaring
temperatures inside.

The three men-EU commis-
sioner for agriculture and food
Christophe Hansen, justice
commissioner Michael
McGrath and Minister for Agri-
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His job at the hospital is
“good hours, good wages” and
allows him to fit in his agricul-
tural work between shifts.

“Being ayoung farmer ... it’s
not an attractive job, and it’s
not the easiest,” he says, point-
ing to the many demands of the
work-including being tech sav-
vy, and having strong business
acumen.

While Fallon may turn away
from farming - at least, as a
full-time job - thousands of
young farmers in Ireland are
considering a move out of the
agricultural industry altogeth-
er.
Research published this
week has prompted many of
the near quarter of a million
people who will attend this
year’s ploughing champion-
ship to ask themselves the ques-
tion: who will farm the fields of
Ireland in the (very) near fu-
ture?

Agriland, a leading farming
publication, found nearly one
in three farmers (29 per cent)

under the age of 45 are consid-
ering leaving the agricultural
sector within the next five
years. Nearly eightin 10 (77 per
cent) pointed to “income vola-
tility” as a “major obstacle” to

entering the industry.

“And you can’t blame
them,” says Fallon.
Welltravelled
Paddy McGuinness, a

23-year-old from Co Louth,
hasfarmedin Ireland, England
and Arizona in the US. Practi-
cally “on the Mexican border -
we would turn around at
Trump’s wall”, he says with a
laugh. “Great craic - I've been
around, seen a few different
things.”

He now works on his fami-
ly’'s 4,000-acre tillage farm
that produces traditional
wholesale cereal and grain, but
has also diversified to supply
woodchip as a renewable ener-
gy source to local businesses.
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